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Welcome from Sophie

Welcome from Pyramid Australia’s
Clinical Director, Sophie Kerr
Welcome to Issue 2 of our newsletter! The past few months have proven to be very
busy and rewarding for everybody at Pyramid Australia. Workshops have been
presented in Brunei, Victoria, Queensland, New South Wales, South
Australia, Western Australia and the Northern Territory.
See some photos and an article on Pyramid’s remote workshops and outreach
consulting services on page 4.
Rebecca has now completed her P.R.O.M.P.T.® training. See her
recommendations on the use of P.R.O.M.P.T.® in combination with PECS on page 5.
Just to keep everybody on their toes, July started with an intensive week for four
students at our clinic in Newport. Thanks to our fabulous volunteers,
Hanna, Miranda and Amanda for their help throughout this week.
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Featured Product for July

Lesson Plans for Young Children

by Andy Bondy, Ph.D., Kate Dickey, Diane Black, M. Ed., and Sarah Buswell

Electronic version now available
This manual is the perfect resource for any
individual who instructs young children.
It contains 100 ready-to-use lessons plans to
teach students skills in the following life areas:
school-based, communication, self-help, social,
domestic, recreation/leisure, and
community-based skills.
This manual also assists teachers in writing
additional lesson plans within the Pyramid
Approach to Education framework by providing
detailed explanations and examples.
Each lesson was developed by teachers and
specialists.
Lesson Plans for Young Children can be purchased online by clicking below:
(hard copy and downloadble electronic version available)

Australian Online Store
New Zealand Online Store
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PECS Intensive Program: July 5th to July 9th
From July 5th through to July 9th, 2010 four students attended the PECS
Intensive Program at our clinic in Newport. The week saw all of the students
make great progress. Each day the students engaged in activities such as free
play, play dough, painting, sand play, snack time and outside play. The focus
across all activities was requesting using PECS and other critical
communication skills. Three volunteers, Hanna and Miranda from Hong Kong
and Amanda from Sydney, assisted in the implementation of PECS across the
week. While our students were learning about communication, our volunteers
were learning about creating communicative opportunities and accurate data
collection. If you are interested in volunteering to work at an intensive
program or would like your child to attend, please contact Erin Hobbin.
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One Parents’ Perspective...

PECS Intensive Program

Pre-Intensive:
‘My daughter has little speech, I knew it (the intensive program) would be life
changing for Briella, who is constantly frustrated at being unable to
communicate and let her needs be known!’
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During the Intensive:
‘Briella was still using her PECS book back at the motel for things that she
couldn’t “say” often the sweets picture’
(The feedback provided was) ‘Brilliant – everyday a record of what Briella had
learnt/worked on and what I could do to continue to work on overnight’.
Post Intensive:
‘...even though she still has a bit to go before mastering PECS, she already has
realised the power of bringing me a picture and getting the reinforcer. ‘
‘...am excited to be heading home to show Briella’s teachers and friends how far
she has come along.’
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... continued from page two
Our volunteers also gained experience from their involvement in the PECS
Intensive Program:
Amanda, Sydney...
“... Rebecca and Sophie were friendly, very knowledgeable and dedicated
facilitators. Volunteering at the Intensive meant I got to see the children
progress really quickly throughout the week, which made me feel like all the
effort we put in was truly worthwhile. It also meant I could see the power of
PECS working right in front of my eyes and I found that very satisfying. I also
just had a lot of fun playing and singing with a gorgeous, diverse group of
kids. (“Fuzzy the Clown” is a song which will be forever etched in my mind). A
big thanks to Pyramid for teaching me new skills, giving me more experience
and great memories.”
Miranda, Hong Kong...
“... it is a busy but very encouraging & valuable experience to witness the
wonderful improvement made by the little learners in just 5 days. The 2
consultants’ passionate and professional ways in guiding us and handling
data had set good examples for our future implementation of PECS in our
school”
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Upcoming PECS Intensive Programs
September 27th to October 1st, 2010: Fully Booked
January 10th to 14th, 2011: Places still available

Please contact Erin Hobbin at ehobbin@pecs.com or on
03 9391 6122 to register your interest.
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PECS in Rural and Remote Areas
Accessing services in the rural and remote areas of Australia is an ongoing battle for
many families who have a child with a disability. While web cam consultations can be
benficial, face to face consultation provides the consultant with invaluable
information on an individual’s learning style and the challenges they face in daily
life. Working directly with individuals in their homes,
schools and vocational settings allows the consultant
to set goals that take into account the environment
and resources available. Pyramid Educational
Consultants has offered both workshops and
consultative services in Broome, Emerald,
Rockhampton, Echuca, Nhulunbuy, Alice Springs,
Darwin and Katherine over the past 12 months.
Wherever possible, Pyramid attempts to offer a
workshop and consultations in rural and remote
areas at the same time.
Outreach services can be
provided through Pyramid
Australia in Australia, New
Zealand and South East Asia on
request.
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Our Pyramid consultants have been very busy seeing many new and
continuing clients since we have become an approved member of the Helping
Children with Autism provider panel.
Our consultants have seen numerous children at their homes, schools and
kindergartens while in their state.
Many families have used their funding to attend workshops and purchase
products, while others have shown a great interest in our PECS Intensive
Program.
For further information on the services that Pyramid offer under the HCWA
package, please contact Erin Hobbin ehobbin@pecs.com or visit our
FaHCSIA Provider Info page at www.pecs.com.
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P.R.O.M.P.T® Training - Rebecca Wright
Rebecca Wright, BSpPath, attended the PROMPT® 3 day introductory training
workshop in Melbourne on the 1st, 2nd & 3rd July 2010. PROMPT® is the acronym for
Prompts for Restructuring Oral Muscular Phonetic Targets. PROMPT®, developed by
Deborah Hayden, involves providing physical prompts to a learner in order to
manipulate oral-motor structures to produce sounds, syllables, words or sentences.
Over the course of the workshop, Rebecca was taught how to complete an analysis of
the system. Information from the analysis is used to determine if a person is a
suitable candidate for PROMPT® and if so, the appropriate level of application of
PROMPT® intervention will be determined.
Rebecca stated that “The course was very ‘hands on’, with the opportunity to spend
many hours practicing PROMPT® on the other speech pathologists
attending the workshop”.
Rebecca can certainly see a use for PROMPT® in her clinical work at Pyramid.
The development of functional speech is something we all aim for, but the road to
spontaneous functional speech can be long and hard. At Pyramid, our focus in the
first instance remains on developing the functional communication skills of our
clients, regardless of the modality. In saying this, PROMPT® could be a great tool, used
alongside, but not instead of our communication training protocols.
Anyone with further questions about PROMPT® can contact Rebecca via email at
rwright@pecs.com.
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We would love to hear from you! - Please send in stories, photos or
comments you would like to share in future newsletters.
Email to: ncullen@pecs.com, or
Mail to: 3/1 Basil Street, Newport, VIC 3015
If you have any questions, or would like to provide feedback about our
newsletter, please contact Erin Hobbin at ehobbin@pecs.com,
or on 03 9391 6122
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PECS Workshops in Brunei Darussalam
Amanda Reed
Brunei Darussalam is a country located on the north coast of the island of Borneo, in
South East Asia. The population of Brunei is close to 390,000 and the official language
is Malay, although the majority of Bruneians also speak English.
Pyramid was recently invited to Brunei for the 4th National Workshop and Seminar
on Inclusive Education. The theme of the 5 day program was “Maximising Learning
Potential through Enhancing Communication in Inclusive Classrooms: Utilising the
Picture Exchange Communication System.” I was the consultant who had the
privilege of being the presenter for this event.
On the first morning, the program was officially opened by Dr. Haji Junaidi bin Haji
Abdul Rahman, Deputy Permanent Secretary (Core Education) at the Ministry of
Education. Also in attendance was Pg Hajah Sarah binti Pg Haji Kamaluddin, the
Chairperson of the Organising Committee and Acting Head of the Special Education
Unit at the Ministry of Education. There were a total of 84 invited guests, including
officers from the Special Education Unit and school principals from around Brunei.
This was in addition to the 71 people who would be attending the entire 5 day
program.
Following the opening ceremony, I presented the PECS Overview to the 155
attendees. In the afternoon session, I began the PECS Basic training with the 71
individuals who had been especially selected to attend the 5 days for training. Across
the course of the 5 days – Monday afternoon, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and
Saturday – I presented both the PECS Basic training and the PECS Advanced training
to the 71 participants. The audience was attentive and focused throughout, although
they were reluctant to ask questions in the open forum. I decided to accept written
questions and address them all in the final 1 ½ hours of the program. This was very
successful, with many questions being presented that reflected just how much the
participants had learned and considered across the 5 days. At the closing ceremony,
there was an address by Pg Hajah Sarah binti Pg Haji Kamaluddin, followed by brief
reflections from 2 participants – one a primary school teacher and the other a
secondary school teacher. By the end of the program, the participants were excited
and inspired, ready to implement PECS with a range of students with special
educational needs. They were a wonderful audience who made me feel very
welcome in their country.
As well as the official program, my hosts
made sure that I had the opportunity to
experience Brunei. At the end of Day 1,
I was taken to visit the Jame’Asr Hassanil
Bolkiah Mosque. This is a huge house of
worship with much gold decoration.
This is the mosque that is attended by the
Sultan of Brunei.
continued on page seven...
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... continued from page six
On Day 2, we visited the Empire Hotel and Resort. This beachside hotel is the best
accommodation in Brunei and the room rates reflect that. A single night in the best
suite is $16,600 (Brunei dollars)! We then visited Jerudong Park, which is the largest
and most expensive amusement park in South East Asia. On Day 3, we visited Brunei
University, a model inclusive primary school, a secondary school, Bandar Seri
Begawan town (the capital of Brunei) and the Yayasan Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah
shopping complex. On Day 4, we went shopping at the Kiulap Plaza Hotel and the
Mall so that I could shop for a baju kurung, the traditional Bruneian clothing for
women. As many government organisations in
Brunei have a split weekend, Friday was a day off and
a group of us went on a boat ride on the river. We
saw a submerged rock – the Jong Batu, or cursed
boat – that is part of Bruneian legend, and we saw
proboscis monkeys playing in the trees. We saw the
Sultan’s palace and the place where he was born. We
then went to Kampong Ayer – the water village –
where we visited a cultural and tourism centre and
then visited with a family living in the village.
That evening, we went
for dinner at Tarindak
D’Seni Restaurant at
Kota Batu where I was able to sample traditional
Bruneian foods.
On the final day of the workshops, I wore my new baju
kurung and was complimented by many of the
participants.
I am confident that the educators of Brunei will begin
to implement PECS with their students and that
Pyramid will be invited to return for further training
and consultation.

to subscribe to our bi-monthly newsletter
please email “SUBSCRIBE” to
ncullen@pecs.com
you can also find us on Facebook, and subscribe to our RSS Feed
where we post news on a regular basis
Just click on the link in the side bar
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Upcoming Workshops
To register and pay for our workshops online, please visit our Training page at
www.pecs.com. You can also register for our workshops by downloading a
registration form from our Forms & Applications page, and sending it in to the
Pyramid office by fax, mail or email.
Auckland*		
			
Auckland*		
Auckland*		

Teaching Communication
Skills for Independence
PECS Basic Training		
PECS Advanced Training

27th August

Cairns			

PECS Basic Training		

2nd & 3rd September

Sydney		
			

Pyramid Approach Basic
Training - functional ABA

13th & 14th September

Brisbane		
			

Pyramid Approach Basic
Training - functional ABA

16th & 17th September

Auckland		
			

Pyramid Approach Basic
Training - functional ABA

20th & 21st September

Sydney		
Sydney		

PECS Advanced Training
PECS Basic Training		

14th & 15th October
18th & 19th October

Melbourne		
Melbourne		
			
Melbourne		

PECS Basic Training		
Teaching Communication
Skills for Independence
SoSAFE! Training		

21st & 22nd October
25th October

30th & 31st August
2nd & 3rd September
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26th October

* Registrations for Auckland August/September workshops closing soon

Upcoming Outreach Consultation Dates
Brisbane: Saturday 21st August, 2010 & Saturday 18th September, 2010
Napier: Saturday 28th August, 2010
Sydney: Sunday 12th September, 2010 & Saturday 16th October, 2010
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For further information, please contact Erin at ehobbin@pecs.com

