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Now taking expressions of interest. 

 

CHILD’S NAME:  _________________________________ 

CHILD’S DATE OF BIRTH:   ________________________ 

PARENTS’ NAMES:   ______________________________ 

ADDRESS:_______________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

HOME PHONE NUMBER:   __________________________ 

MOBILE PHONE NUMBER:   ________________________ 

EMAIL ADRESS: __________________________________ 

PLEASE CIRCLE:  

DARWIN  /  KATHERINE  /  ALICE SPRINGS 

Expression of Interest Form 
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Intensive Communication  
Intervention Program  

 
This 30-hour program is ideal for families seeking intensive 
communication intervention using the Picture Exchange  
Communication System (PECS) and the Pyramid approach to 
teaching.  The emphasis will be on teaching the children to 
communicate within functional routines, while assisting  
parents/carers to continue this teaching at home following 
completion of the program.  There is an expectation for one 
parent to have attended the PECS Basic Training within the 
last 2 years.  
 
 

The program includes an initial evaluation, through detailed  
history information and videotape, completed by families  
approximately 2 months before the clinic-based sessions.  In 
this evaluation, each child’s current communication repertoire 
will be determined so that specific needs can be addressed.  
This will be followed by five days of intensive work within a clinic 
setting.  Each day your child will work intensively for 6 hours, 
from 9.00am to 3.00pm.  Staff will be present  throughout to 
work with the children in communication development.   
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The Package …  
 

The cost of the program includes: 
 
· 30 hours of intensive communication intervention 
 
· a standard PECS communication book 
 
· a range of pictures relevant to the individual child’s needs 
 
· a comprehensive summary report that will be received 

Group Skills …  
 
In addition to individual communication objectives, the children 
will learn group skills, including: 
 
· sitting with peers 
 
· engaging in assigned tasks with peers in close proximity 
 
· following group directions (both visual and verbal) 
 
· waiting in a group 
 
· eating meals with peers  

The Cost …  
 
Attendance at the program  
incurs a total cost of  $AUD3000.00.   
 
A $AUD500.00 deposit must be paid at the time of application.   
 
FaHCSIA funding may be used for this intervention program.  
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Potential Communication Objectives …  
 
Skills that may be targeted for a child at the program include: 
 
· requesting desired items and activities 
 
· answering “yes” or “no” to the question, “Do you want 

this?” 
 
· asking  for assistance (i.e. “help”) 
 
· requesting a “break” from a difficult or boring activity 
 
· responding appropriately to a direction to “wait” 
 
· responding to, and initiating, greetings 
 
· using descriptive concepts in requests and comments 
 
· following functional directions (both visual and verbal) 
 
· following a picture schedule 
 
· requesting items needed to complete a task 
 
· commenting on items and events in the environment 
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The Children …  
 
This program is appropriate for children between the ages of 3 
and 7 years who have: 
· not developed functional communication and have not 

been exposed to PECS 
· been exposed to PECS but are having difficulty learning 

to discriminate between pictures 
· complex communication needs 
 

We are offering the program to a 
small number of children (4), 
with a high staff to child ratio, in 
order to maximise the children’s 
progress.  For each child, we 
will focus on consolidating  
existing, and teaching new,  
critical communication skills, 
both receptive and expressive.  
PECS will be used throughout 
the daily clinic-based program, 
for all 5 sessions.  

The Instructional Methods …  
 
All programming will utilise the principles of broad-spectrum 
applied behaviour analysis and will include: 
· The Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) 
· distributed discrete trial instruction 
· sequential task instruction 
· incidental communication training 
· functional routine training 
 


